
N O T I C E

A meeting of the City of Evansville Historic Preservation Commission will be held on the date and at the time stated 
below.  Notice is further given that members of the City Council and the Park Board might be in attendance.  Requests 
for persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made by calling City Hall: 
(608)-882-2266 with as much advance notice as possible.  Please silence cell phones and electronic devices during the 
meeting.

-Dan Stephans, Historic Preservation Chair

City of Evansville Historic Preservation Commission
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, September 20, 2023
3rd Floor, City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI 53536

6:00 p.m.

AGENDA
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Motion to approve the agenda.

4. Motion to waive the reading of the August 16, 2023 minutes and approve them as printed.

5. Civility reminder

6. Citizen appearances

7. Action Items

A. 38 W Main – Replace Concrete Front Porch with Wood (HPC-2023-0261)

B. 112 W Church – Replace Rear Wood Windows with Vinyl (HPC-2023-0273)

C. 44 W Main – Replace Back Porch (HPC-2023-0255)

8. Discussion Items

9. Report of the Community Development Director

A. Highlights from the NAPC Virtual Short Course

10. Correspondence, Comments and Concerns

11. Next Meeting Date: October 18, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

12. Motion to Adjourn.
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City of Evansville Historic Preservation Commission

Regular Meeting
Wednesday, August 16, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

3rd Floor, City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI 53536
6:00 p.m.

MINUTES

1. Call to Order. Stephans called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm

2. Roll Call:

3. Motion to approve the agenda by Doerfer, second by Barker. Motion carried unanimously.

4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from the July 19th meeting and approve them 
as printed Motion by Lewis, seconded by Sacker, motion carried unanimously.

5. Civility Reminder. Stephans noted the City’s commitment to civil discourse.  

6. Citizen appearances and Public Presentations.

7. Applications – Action Items:
A. 104 W Liberty St – Replace First Floor Windows with Vinyl to Match Second Floor (HPC-2023-

0253)

Applicants Nancy Cheesman-Zeitler and Scott Zeitler present. The applicants described the current 

windows. Stephans discussed the repairability of the windows. Motion to approve the application by 

Doerfer seconded by Stephans. Discussion was held regarding the precedents in place regarding 

vinyl windows and repairable windows. Motion failed with one in favor and four opposed.

B. 19-33 W Main St – Add Overhang in Back of Building (HPC-2023-0254)

Members Present/Absent Others Present
Chair Dan Stephans P Colette Spranger, Community Development 

Director
Vice-chair Gene Lewis P Richard Frey, Applicant
Aimee Stano A
Katie Sacker P
Norman Barker P
Cheryl Doerfer P
Steve Christens A
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Applicant not present. Motion to approve the application with condition that the roof be raised higher 

to be above all three courses of the header brick arch above the window and door by Christens,

seconded by Lewis. Motion carried unanimously. 

C. 342 W Liberty St – Rebuild Front Porch with Composite Materials, Replace Wood

Privacy Fence with Vinyl (HPC-2023-0255)

Applicant not present. Commissioners discussed the types of fences located in the 

neighborhood of this address, there are a number of solid wood fences on that street, but no 

vinyl. Motion to approve the application with condition that the fence be replaced in kind 

with a wood fence by Sacker, seconded by Lewis. Motion carried unanimously.

D. 16 W Main St – Wall Sign for Lovegood’s Coffee and Cocktails (SIGN-2023-0256)

Applicant Logan O’Brien present. Motion to approve the application as submitted by Barker, 

seconded by Sacker. Motion carried unanimously.

E. 13 W Main St – Window Signs for Ron’s Glass Creations (SIGN-2023-0257)

Applicant not present. Motion to approve the application as submitted by Doerfer, seconded 

by Lewis. Motion carried unanimously.

8. Discussion Items

9. Report of the Community Development Director
The downtown mural is progressing. The coffer dam is in place at the park. Mitigation is being 
discussed with the state regarding the loss of the pool. The letter of intent for the local government 
grant has been submitted.  

10. Correspondence, Comments and Concerns
Barker expressed that the trees in the park are recovering and that a number of houses in the 
district are being repaired.
Lewis expressed that the 20 Mill St house is looking very nice.

11. Next Meeting Date: September 20, 2023 @ 6:00 p.m.

12. Motion to Adjourn by Sacker, second by Barker. Motion carried unanimously.
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Community Education, Outreach and Engagement

Trainer Contact Information:
Chris Skelly
413-834-0678
ccskelly12@gmail.com

March, 2023

Begin a historic plaque program for property owners
Install interpretive signage throughout the district
Create a local preservation website
Manage a social media presence
Hold a workshop for contractors
Hold a workshop for realtors
Hold a workshop on wood window repair
Hold an architectural styles workshop
Hold a research your old home workshop
Hold a workshop on energy conservation in historic buildings
Install entering historic district signs to your districts
Incorporate historic districts into wayfinding signage
Organize an old house fair
Write a monthly newspaper column
Speak at meetings of local social and benevolent groups
Meet with the chamber of commerce to discuss economic development
Print a poster of the historic district suitable for framing
Print copies of old historic maps
Publicize and celebrate relevant anniversaries
Display historic photos in the library or town hall
Write a monthly or quarterly newsletter to property owners
Invite property owners to an annual listening session 
Submit success story press releases to the newspaper
Create a calendar of historic photos 
Organize a historic photo scanning event
Organize an oral history project
Hold a celebration for new national register listings
Provide certificates to owners of national register listed properties

Ideas for Outreach and Community 
Engagement

Treat all people fairly and respectfully 
Listen and ask questions
Don't engage in side conversations
Maintain strict ethical standards
Come to meetings prepared
Review whether the hearing room meets best practices for public hearings
Improve and update your local historic district design guidelines
Quote from your design guidelines in the decision-making process
Adopt Findings of Fact that support your decision
Explain the local historic district process at each public hearing
Have a meeting procedures handout in addition to a printed agenda
Send your agendas to other local boards and commissions

Holding Public Meetings and Hearings



Organize a regional meeting of preservation commissions
Become a certified local government 
Attend the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions Forum
Attend training offered by the State Historic Preservation Office
Attend training offered by the NAPC
Review educational materials provided by NAPC
Regularly review applicable state historic preservation laws
Regularly review your local historic preservation ordinance

Preservation Planning

Start a local non-profit preservation organization or friends group
Sponsor social and entertaining events
Hold fundraising events
Hold an annual preservation awards program
Start an annual endangered properties program
Lead historic walking or bicycling tours

Create an architectural eye spy scavenger hunt for children
Create a local historic building coloring book for children
Meet with local educators about bringing local history into the classroom
Create before and after photos for classroom activities

Present accomplishments annually to the city council
Provide quarterly written progress updates to the city council
Invite local and state elected officials to speak at events
Submit an annual report to your elected officials
Present a preservation award to a local or state elected official

Commission Education and Improvement

Local and State Elected Officials

School and Student Activities

Local Non Profits and Friends Groups

Update and expand your local historic property inventory
List properties on the National Register of Historic Places
Prepare a historic preservation plan with the assistance of a consultant
Adopt a realistic annual work program to accomplish specific preservation 

plan goals and objectives
Review zoning and other municipal regulations


