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Contact Information 
Colette Spranger, Community Development Director 

31 S. Madison St. 
P.O. Box 76 

Evansville, WI 53536 
colette.spranger@ci.evansville.wi.gov 

 

Public Participation Plan for the  
City of Evansville 2022 

Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan Update 

What is a Public Participation Plan? 
The City of Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan is a legal document that guides the future 
development and policies of the City of Evansville. Public participation is an important part of the 
planning process, allowing residents to voice their desires and concerns with the many aspects of their 
city. This public participation plan is designed to meet the public participation requirements of 
Wisconsin’s “Smart Growth” Law (Wis. Stat. § 66.1001(4)(a)). 

The public participation plan for the City of Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan is intended to 
serve two purposes. First, it will help answer the most basic planning questions, such as “What do the 
residents, business owners, and industries of the City of Evansville want their city to look like?” An 
important and effective way to identify public values within the city is to provide opportunities for public 
involvement throughout the planning process.  

Second, this public participation plan is intended to engage those within the City of Evansville in shaping 
the future of development and city services. Active participation in the planning process allows you to 
help shape the community you live in for years to come. This plan is intended to engage Evansville 
residents, business owners, and industries. It is important to have meaningful participation to create a 
plan that is for the people of Evansville. The results of participation activities will be documented and 
included in the final version of the Evansville Smart Growth Plan. 

How to Participate 
• Planning Materials at Evansville City Hall at 31 South Madison St 
• Citywide Public Input Survey 
• Monthly Plan Commission Meetings 
• Public Comments through phone calls, emails, events, or mail 
• City of Evansville Website 
• Meeting dates and times will be widely distributed through media releases and the City of 

Evansville Website, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 985.02 
• Information distributed through the Evansville Review and Evansville Today 

mailto:colette.spranger@ci.evansville.wi.gov


Contact Information 
Colette Spranger, Community Development Director 

31 S. Madison St. 
P.O. Box 76 

Evansville, WI 53536 
colette.spranger@ci.evansville.wi.gov 

 

Public Involvement Opportunities 

Citywide Public Input Survey – Winter/Spring 2022 
A public input survey will be made available in January 2022. The results of this survey will be used to 
guide the planning process. The survey results will be presented at the March XX Plan Commission 
meeting.  

Business Survey – Winter/Spring 2022 
This will be a survey provided to business owners in the City of Evansville, asking general questions 
about the city, economic development and the business climate. This survey will be used to guide the 
planning process, especially the economic development chapter. 

Public Informational Meeting & Public Hearing – Tentatively June/July 2022 
This will be an opportunity for the public to view and comment on a draft version City of Evansville 
Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan before its final approval in August of 2022. This is an important 
opportunity for any final input or changes before the plan is officially adopted into law. 

Plan Commission Meetings – Monthly 
The monthly Plan Commission Meetings will be where much of the discussion between decision makers 
and city staff takes place. These public meetings provide an opportunity for the public to weigh in on 
items being considered by the Plan Commission and offer input to Plan Commissioners about the City of 
Evansville. Each month the Plan Commission and city staff will have discussions about the Smart Growth 
Plan update. 

City of Evansville Website Updates – Ongoing  
The website will be updated as the planning process progresses. Public can use the website to stay in 
touch with the planning process. 

Public Comments – Ongoing 
Public comments regarding the City of Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan will be accepted 
throughout the planning process by e-mail and standard mail. Send comments to 
smartgrowth@ci.evansville.wi.gov or use the contact information below if you’d like to use standard 
mail or would like to ask questions or request more information about the Smart Growth Plan. 

 

Adopted by the Plan Commission at its regular meeting on January 4th, 2022. 

mailto:colette.spranger@ci.evansville.wi.gov
mailto:smartgrowth@ci.evansville.wi.gov


Appendix B: Community Surveys   
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 26
) E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 a
 S

en
se

 o
f P

la
ce

 a
nd

 C
om

m
un

ity
  

 In
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
20

14
 C

iti
ze

n 
Su

rv
ey

 re
sp

on
se

s f
or

 th
e 

C
ity

 o
f E

va
ns

vi
lle

 w
er

e 
th

re
e 

hu
nd

re
d 

an
d 

se
ve

nt
y-

ni
ne

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 c

om
m

en
ts 

on
 h

ow
 E

va
ns

vi
lle

 c
ou

ld
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 a
 s

en
se

 o
f 

pl
ac

e 
an

d 
co

m
m

un
ity

.  
Th

es
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 v

ar
ie

d 
in

 th
ei

r c
on

te
nt

: s
om

e 
w

er
e 

de
ta

ile
d 

in
 n

at
ur

e 
w

hi
le

 o
th

er
s 

m
ad

e 
ge

ne
ra

liz
at

io
ns

, s
om

e 
w

er
e 

po
si

tiv
e 

w
hi

le
 o

th
er

s 
w

er
e 

ne
ga

tiv
e,

 a
nd

 s
om

e 
re

sp
on

de
nt

s 
co

m
m

en
te

d 
on

 o
ne

 c
on

ce
rn

 w
hi

le
 o

th
er

s c
om

m
en

te
d 

on
 se

ve
ra

l c
on

ce
rn

s. 
 

 Ec
on

om
ic

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t h
ad

 th
e 

hi
gh

es
t n

um
be

r o
f r

es
po

ns
es

 am
ou

nt
in

g 
to

 2
4%

 o
f t

he
 to

ta
l. 

M
an

y 
of

 th
e 

re
sid

en
ts 

fe
el

 th
at

 th
e 

ci
ty

 n
ee

ds
 to

 h
av

e m
or

e 
es

ta
bl

is
hm

en
ts

 fo
r s

ho
pp

in
g 

an
d 

ea
tin

g 
w

hi
ch

 
w

ill
 o

ffe
r m

or
e 

jo
bs

 to
 th

e 
re

sid
en

ts 
of

 th
e 

ci
ty

.  
 A

no
th

er
 to

pi
c 

th
at

 w
as

 h
ig

h 
on

 th
e 

re
sp

on
de

nt
s l

is
t w

as
 o

ff
er

in
g 

a 
m

ul
tit

ud
e 

of
 c

om
m

un
ity

 e
ve

nt
s 

in
 th

e 
ci

ty
. A

lm
os

t 1
9%

 re
sp

on
de

d 
th

at
 th

ey
 li

ke
d 

al
l o

f t
he

 e
ve

nt
s 

th
at

 w
er

e 
of

fe
re

d 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 
th

e 
ci

ty
 su

ch
 a

s 
th

e 
4th

 o
f J

ul
y 

ev
en

t a
nd

 w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 se
e 

m
or

e 
of

 th
em

 o
ff

er
ed

. M
an

y 
in

di
ca

te
d 

m
ar

ke
ts.

  
 Te

n 
pe

rc
en

t o
f t

he
 re

sp
on

de
nt

s i
nd

ic
at

ed
 th

at
 th

ey
 w

an
te

d 
th

e 
C

ity
 o

f E
va

ns
vi

lle
 to

 c
on

tin
ue

 d
oi

ng
 

w
ha

t t
he

y 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

do
in

g.
 T

he
y 

ar
e 

sa
tis

fie
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

ov
er

al
l s

en
se

 o
f c

om
m

un
ity

. 
A

no
th

er
 1

0%
 o

f t
he

 re
sp

on
de

nt
s 

in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 c

ity
 m

an
ag

em
en

t n
ee

de
d 

to
 b

e 
m

od
er

ni
ze

d.
 T

he
y 

fe
lt 

th
at

 th
e 

ci
ty

 w
as

 ru
n 

w
i

m
ad

e 
de

ci
sio

ns
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
pe

rs
on

al
 a

ge
nd

a.
 I

t w
as

 a
lso

 in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 c

ity
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

s 
ne

ed
ed

 to
 b

e 
fr

ie
nd

lie
r 

to
 it

s 
re

sid
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

at
 b

et
te

r 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
w

as
 n

ee
de

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
ci

ty
 

of
fic

ia
ls 

an
d 

re
sid

en
ts.

 
 H

ig
h 

Ta
xe

s 
w

as
 a

ls
o 

a 
to

pi
c 

of
 c

on
ce

rn
 fo

r t
he

 p
eo

pl
e 

of
 E

va
ns

vi
lle

.  
9%

 o
f t

he
 re

sp
on

de
nt

s 
fe

lt 
th

at
 th

ei
r p

ro
pe

rty
 ta

xe
s w

er
e e

xt
re

m
el

y 
hi

gh
.  

It 
sh

ou
ld

 al
so

 b
e n

ot
ed

 th
at

 m
an

y 
of

 th
e r

es
po

nd
en

ts
 

w
ho

 m
ad

e 
co

m
m

en
ts 

w
er

e 
al

so
 d

isp
le

as
ed

 w
ith

 c
ity

 c
ha

rg
es

 su
ch

 a
s w

at
er

, g
as

, e
le

ct
ric

, r
ec

yc
lin

g 
fe

es
, e

tc
. I

t s
ho

ul
d 

al
so

 b
e 

no
te

d 
th

at
 s

om
e 

of
 th

es
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 o

n 
hi

gh
 ta

xe
s 

w
er

e 
al

so
 li

nk
ed

 to
 

co
m

m
en

ts 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

hi
gh

 c
os

t o
f l

iv
in

g 
fo

r s
en

io
r c

iti
ze

ns
 in

 th
e 

ar
ea

 a
nd

 th
at

 th
er

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

ta
x 

br
ea

ks
 o

ff
er

ed
 to

 th
os

e 
se

ni
or

s l
iv

in
g 

in
 th

e 
ci

ty
.  

 
 A

 c
om

m
un

ity
 lo

ca
tio

n 
fo

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
an

d 
te

en
s w

as
 a

no
th

er
 c

on
ce

rn
 fo

r t
he

 p
op

ul
at

io
n.

 A
lm

os
t 7

%
 

in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 t

he
y 

ne
ed

ed
 a

 p
la

ce
 f

or
 k

id
s 

to
 g

o 
th

at
 o

ffe
re

d 
lo

w
 c

os
t 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 f
or

 k
id

s 
to

 
pa

rti
ci

pa
te

 in
. T

hi
s i

nc
lu

de
d 

th
e p

os
sib

ili
ty

 o
f a

n 
in

do
or

 p
oo

l t
ha

t c
ou

ld
 b

e c
on

ve
rte

d 
to

 a
n 

ic
e 

rin
k 

as
 w

el
l a

s t
he

 p
os

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 te

nn
is

 co
ur

ts
. R

es
id

en
ts

 w
an

te
d 

th
es

e 
pl

ac
es

 to
 h

av
e e

xt
en

de
d 

ho
ur

s o
f 

av
ai

la
bi

lit
y 

as
 w

el
l. 

 
 M

an
y 

re
sp

on
se

s i
nd

ic
at

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
Ci

ty
 o

f E
va

ns
vi

lle
 n

ee
de

d 
to

 b
e 

fri
en

dl
ie

r t
o 

ne
w

 re
si

de
nt

s. 
6%

  
in

di
ca

te
d 

th
at

 th
e 

ci
ty

 h
ad

 a
 cl

iq
ue

y 
fe

el
 to

 it
 an

d 
th

at
 th

ey
 fe

lt 
un

w
el

co
m

ed
 w

he
n 

th
ey

 m
ov

ed
 in

to
 

Ev
an

sv
ill

e.
 It

 w
as

 a
ls

o 
su

gg
es

te
d 

th
at

 th
e 

C
ity

 c
om

e 
up

 w
ith

 s
om

e 
so

rt 
of

 w
el

co
m

e 
pa

ck
et

 to
 b

e 
gi

ve
n 

to
 n

ew
 re

sid
en

ts 
to

 o
ffe

r i
ns

ig
ht

s a
s t

o 
w

ha
t E

va
ns

vi
lle

 o
ff

er
s.

 
 Si

de
w

al
k 

an
d 

ro
ad

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 a

m
ou

nt
ed

 to
 a

no
th

er
 7

%
 o

f t
he

 to
ta

l f
or

 th
is

 su
rv

ey
. T

he
y 

in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 c

er
ta

in
 se

ct
io

ns
 o

f t
he

 c
ity

 h
ad

 si
de

w
al

ks
 in

 su
ch

 d
isr

ep
ai

r t
ha

t t
he

y 
co

ul
d 

no
t b

e u
se

d 
w

ith
ou

t 
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 fe
ar

 o
f i

nj
ur

y 
(o

ne
 re

sp
on

de
nt

 in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 th

ey
 fe

ll 
ou

t o
f t

he
ir 

w
he

el
ch

ai
r).

 C
ou

pl
ed

 w
ith

 th
is

, 
m

an
y 

in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 m

or
e 

str
ee

tli
gh

ts 
w

er
e 

ne
ed

ed
 an

d 
th

at
 th

e 
ci

ty
 sh

ou
ld

 st
op

 u
sin

g 
br

ic
k 

to
 p

av
e 

ce
rta

in
 a

re
as

. B
ric

k 
w

as
 d

ee
m

ed
 to

 b
e 

co
st

ly
 a

nd
 n

ot
 a

 v
ia

bl
e 

m
at

er
ia

l t
o 

us
e.

 
 A

no
th

er
 t

op
ic

 t
ha

t 
ge

ne
ra

te
d 

m
an

y 
re

su
lts

 w
as

 e
m

ph
as

iz
in

g 
bu

ild
in

g 
re

pa
ir.

 M
an

y 
re

sid
en

ts
 

in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 c

er
ta

in
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 in
 th

e 
do

w
nt

ow
n 

ar
ea

 w
er

e 
in

 d
isr

ep
ai

r a
nd

 n
ee

d 
to

 b
e 

fix
ed

. T
he

y 
fe

el
 th

at
 th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 a
re

 a
n 

ey
e-

so
re

 a
nd

 a
re

 im
pe

di
ng

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f d
ow

nt
ow

n.
 O

th
er

 
re

sid
en

ts 
fe

el
 th

at
 h

om
eo

w
ne

rs
 n

ee
d 

to
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

ap
pe

ar
an

ce
s o

f t
he

ir 
ho

m
es

 u
p.

 T
hi

s a
m

ou
nt

ed
 to

 
6%

 o
f t

he
 re

sp
on

se
s i

n 
th

e 
su

rv
ey

.  
 A

lm
os

t 5
%

 o
f 

th
e 

re
sp

on
se

s 
in

di
ca

te
d 

th
at

 th
e 

ci
tiz

en
s 

w
an

te
d 

so
m

e 
so

rt 
of

 w
al

ki
ng

/b
ik

e 
tra

il.
 

Th
es

e 
sa

m
e 

pe
op

le
 w

ou
ld

 a
lso

 li
ke

 a
 d

og
 p

ar
k 

fo
r t

he
ir 

pe
t t

o 
so

ci
al

iz
e 

an
d 

ex
er

ci
se

. A
no

th
er

 5
%

 
w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 b
et

te
r a

dv
er

tis
em

en
t f

or
 c

ity
 e

ve
nt

s. 
Th

ey
 in

di
ca

te
d 

th
at

 a
 b

et
te

r l
oc

al
 n

ew
sp

ap
er

 o
r a

 
co

m
m

un
ity

 w
eb

si
te

 w
ou

ld
 o

ffe
r m

or
e n

ot
ifi

ca
tio

n 
of

 co
m

m
un

ity
 ev

en
ts 

w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 le
ad

 to
 b

et
te

r 
at

te
nd

an
ce

 a
nd

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
by

 re
sid

en
ts.

 
 C

on
ce

rn
s 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
pu

bl
ic

 s
af

et
y,

 p
ol

ic
e 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n,
 a

nd
 c

rim
e 

pr
ev

en
tio

n 
w

er
e 

in
di

ca
te

d 
by

 
al

m
os

t 4
%

 o
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About the Survey 
 

Based on a 2014 survey designed by the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh Business Success 
Center. 
23 total questions 
Survey conducted mid-February to April, 2022 
Outreach Efforts 
o Tear-off Flyers at local businesses 
o City Website 
o Utility bill insert (reach of approximately 3,400 City residences and those in surrounding 

towns) 
o Yard signs in City-owned spaces Word-of-mouth 

Survey Accuracy 
o Target audience was for City residents over the age of 18, or ~3,900 people 
o 439 responses (11.3% response rate) 
o Margin of Error: approximately 4% (5% or below is considered acceptable) 
o Assumed a confidence level of 95% (standard) 
o Translation: with 95% certainty, the responses are accurate within ±4% of what was 

reported. 
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26%

63%

10%
1%

Very Satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Question 1
Overall, how satisfied are you with the City of 

Evansville as a place to live?
N = 434

N = # of responses to question 
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Question 2  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Pothole patching
Youth center

Building inspection
Street maintenance

Sidewalk access/conditions
Planning and zoning/development services

General city government
Drinking water

Street sweeping
Storm water management

Downtown revitalization
Historic preservation

Evansville Water and Light
Brush and yard waste pick-up
Parks and recreation facilities

Recycling pick-up
Brush and yard waste drop-off site

Snow removal
Garbage pick-up

Emergency Medical Services
Police

Fire
Eager Free Public Library

Question 2
Please rate the quality of the following community services

N = 439

Top Notch Good Fair Poor Do Not Use
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Building inspection
Garbage pick-up

Brush and yard waste drop-off site
Street sweeping

Brush and yard waste pick-up
Evansville Water and Light

Planning and zoning/development services
General city government

Storm water management
Historic preservation

Recycling pick-up
Snow removal

Eager Free Public Library
Downtown revitalization

Police
Sidewalk access/conditions

Youth center
Fire

Street maintenance
Drinking water

Pothole patching
Parks and recreation facilities

Emergency Medical Services

Question 3
Please state your willingness to pay more, through increased taxes or fees, to improve 

the following community services.
N = 435

Would Pay More Would Not Pay More
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Question 4 

 

6%

43%
40%

12%

Very engaged Somewhat engaged Not very engaged Not at all engaged
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

How engaged do you consider yourself to be with city 
government?

N = 436
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Question 5 
 

36%

32%

21%
19%

15% 14% 13% 12%

Too many
personal/business

commitments

I do not think
anyone will listen

to me

Would prefer
virtual meeting

option to
continue

I am confident in
the performance

of city
government
without my
involvement

No interest in city
government

There are
insufficient means

to interact with
government by e-

mail, social
media, etc.

Meeting times are
inconvenient

Other (please
specify)

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

If you do not consider yourself to be engaged in city government, why is 
that? (Answer as many as you see fit.)

N = 394
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Question 6 

 

59% 58% 56%

46% 45%

22%

9%
5% 4%

E-mail City of Evansville
website

Social media Mail Included as
inserts in utility

bills

Newspaper In person at
public meetings

In person at the
Library

In person at City
Hall

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

How would you prefer to receive official information from the City of 
Evansville? (check all that apply)

N = 438
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Question 7 
The current population of the City of Evansville is approximately 5,703, a 13.7% increase from 

2010. Since 2010, the City has permitted on average 30 new housing units per year. In planning for 
future population growth, which statement most closely matches your opinion: (Select one) 

 

47%

21%
19%

13%

The City Government should
encourage moderate growth in

housing & population.

I favor keeping the same rate
of growth for housing &

population.

The City Government should
limit growth in housing &

population.

The City Government should
encourage rapid growth in

housing & population.

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

N = 436 
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Question 8 
 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Local Employment Choices

Transportation Access

Property Taxes

Housing Opportunities

Close to friends and/or relatives

Sense of community/inclusiveness

Historic Districts

Geographic Location

Parks and Recreation

Quality of Schools

Small City Atmosphere

Low Crime Rate/ Safety

Why would you recommend that someone move to Evansville?
N = 436

Very Strong Aspect

Strong Aspect

Weak Aspect

Very Weak Aspect

No Opinion
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Question 9 

 
 

42%

32%

9% 8% 8%

Strongly Support Support Neither Support Nor
Oppose

Strongly Oppose Oppose
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

Since 2014, the City and developers have added nearly a mile of 
walking/bicycling trails. To what extent do you support using local tax 

dollars for walking/bicycle trails through and around Evansville?
N =436
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Mobile/manufactured home parks

Upscale single family homes

Condominiums/Townhouses

Duplexes/Two-family houses

Multi-family apartment buildings

Assisted living units for people with disabilities and/or seniors

Affordable single family homes

Question 10
To what extent would you support or oppose the following kinds of 

future housing development in Evansville?
N = 438

Strongly Support Support Oppose Strongly Oppose No Opinion
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Question 11 

 
 
 
 
 

50%

20% 18%

7% 6%

Yes Already work in Evansville Retired/Unemployed Not sure/Not interested No
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Would you be interested in working in Evansville if jobs comparable to 
your current employment were available?

N =438
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Question 12 

 
 
 

25% 27%

75% 73%

Park and Ride Commuter Bus Service
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Please rate your likelihood of using the following transportation options to 
nearby communities, such as Madison or Janesville, if made regularly 

available.
N = 434

Likely to Use

Unlikely to Use
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Question 13 

1-5 times, 47%

12 or more
times, 25%

6-12 times, 
24%

Do not visit, 3%

How many visits do you or someone in your household make to 
Evansville’s downtown monthly?

N = 436



City of Evansville Community Survey 2022 
Summary Results 

May 5, 2022 

15 | P a g e  
 

Question 14 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Sidewalks and trails are adequately lit at night.

I am satisfied with the quality of broadband service available in
the City of Evansville.

The City of Evansville should increase its enforcement of its
property maintenance ordinance (i.e., dangerous stairs, peeling

paint and excessive clutter).

I am satisfied with the level of services provided by the City’s 
Emergency Medical Service (EMS).

I can easily and safely walk or bike around the City of Evansville.

The City should continue to invest in repairing, replacing, and
adding sidewalks.

To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
N = 438

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree No Opinion
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Question 15 

 
 
 

57%

29%

10%

4%

Increased diversity of options More convenient hours Lower costs More advertising
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Which do you think would best make residents more likely to 
shop/do business/dine in Evansville? (Select one)

N = 434
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Question 16 

 
 
 

56%

21%
16%

8%

Encouraging new businesses by
nurturing entrepreneurship

Retaining and expanding
existing businesses

Recruiting businesses from
other municipalities

Other (please specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

In which area should the City of Evansville put the greatest emphasis 
for the purposes of economic development? (Select one)

N = 434 
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Question 17 

49%

38%

9%

3%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Evansville should be a fairly
diverse community with

some commercial, job, and
housing opportunities.

Evansville should be a full-
service City where nearly all
working, shopping, service,
housing, health care, and
educational needs can be

met.

Evansville should be a 
“bedroom” community; that 

is, a primarily residential 
community with few 

industries and limited 
commercial services.

Evansville should focus on
being a

manufacturing/industrial
based community

Which of the following statements BEST reflects your future vision 
for the City of Evansville? (Select one)

N = 432
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Question 18 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Evansville Water & Light is an environmentally-friendly utility.

Our locally-owned utility Evansville Water & Light is an asset
to the local community.

I support the City continuing to provide discounted timed
water softeners for residential use.

Evansville Water & Light generally restores service quickly
after an outage.

Participation in energy efficiency programs is worth my time
and effort.

I support the City pursuing funding to replace lead service
laterals.

To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
N = 437 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree No Opinion

City of Evansville Community Survey 2022 
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Question 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2%

19%

15%

34%

30%

How long have you been a resident of the City of Evansville?
N = 437

Less than 1 year

1 to 5 years

6 to 10 years

11 to 25 years

25+ years
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Question 20 

 
 

Single-family 
house, 91%

Duplex/Two-family 
house, 4%

Apartment, 2%

Condominium/Town 
home, 2%

Other (please 
specify), 2%

Which of the following best describes your current residence?
N = 438

City of Evansville Community Survey 2022 
Summary Results 
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Question 21 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rent, 
9%

Own, 91%

Do you own or rent your current residence?
N = 438
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Question 22 
How many people in your household are: 

Under the age of 18 
Between 18 and 54 
Over the age of 55 

(N = 436) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Average Household Size 

Average HH Size for Respondents 
with Children

Average HH Size for Respondents 
WITHOUT children

Average HH Size for Respondents 55+

3.02 

3.63 

2.00 

1.75 

Percent of households 
with no one over 55

Percent of households 
with kids under 18

Percent of 1-person 
households

46.2% 

65.5% 

9.4% 
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Question 23 
Please share any ideas, thoughts, or concerns you may have about the Evansville 

community. 
239 respondents provided additional comments. A full list of responses will be made available in the Appendix of 

the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tax burden 

(50 responses)
Park maintenance/ideas

(50 responses)

More/diversified 
businesses

(37 responses)

More 
food/restaurant/dining 

choices 
(34 responses)

Extend/improve 
sidewalk/trail 
infrastructure
(29 responses)

Affordable/more 
housing needed 

(20 responses)

Kwik Trip 
(18)

Poor water quality 
(16)

Potholes and 

road improvements 
(13)
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 p
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Appendix D: Economic Development Survey Responses 
 

  



  







Appendix E: City of Evansville Adopted Plans 
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Consumer Spending Patterns (by drive time) 
 10 Minute 20 Minute 30 Minute 

2011 
Annual 

Avg. 
Household 

Avg. 
Annual 

% 
Growth 

2011 
Index 

to 
USA 

2011 
Annual 

Avg. 
Household 

Avg. 
Annual 

% 
Growth 

2011 
Index 

to 
USA 

2011 
Annual 

Avg. 
Household 

Avg. 
Annual 

% 
Growth 

2011 
Index 

to 
USA 

Food at Home 5,956 1.74 100 6,100 1.59 102 5,391 0.89 90 

Food Away from Home & Alcohol 4,044 1.86 103 4,214 1.68 106 3,834 0.79 96 

Day Care, Education, & Contributions 3,013 2.38 85 3,558 2.25 98 3,579 1.22 91 

Healthcare 5,268 3.25 106 5,705 3.03 115 4,771 2.17 96 

Household Furnishings & Appliances 2,614 3.04 103 2,925 2.84 116 2,398 1.90 94 

Housing Related & Personal 7,178 2.58 98 7,604 2.44 106 6,582 1.51 88 

Personal Care & Smoking Products 2,196 3.01 114 2,220 2.71 115 1,988 1.86 103 

Pet Expenses 631 3.1 109 692 2.81 120 540 2.14 93 

Sports & Entertainment 5,430 6.12 102 6,046 6.03 114 5,119 4.96 98 

Transportation & Auto Expenses 11,502 2.24 115 12,582 2.03 126 10,434 1.12 103 

Total Apparel 7,673 3.42 98 4,234 3.35 106 3,799 2.50 92 

TOTAL AVERAGE 51,197 2.62 101 55,353 2.45 109 48,105 1.54 94 
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Key Implementation 
Steps 

Target 
Dates Leader Benefit Difficulty Cost Priority

1. Refine vision for 
downtown shopping 
area 

      

2. Describe vision for 
the east side 
shopping area 

      

3. Identify and act on 
areas of shared 
needs among 
business 

      

4. Work to increase the 
awareness and 
interest in local 
shops among area 
residents 

      

5. Make outside 
community aware of 
Evansville events 
and businesses 

      

6. Publicize available 
retail properties 
more widely 
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November-MarchApril - MayJune - AugustSeptember-October

Tasks*Snow-plow park roads*Rake lawn and mow*Mow and trim grass*Mow and trim grass as necessary

*General maintenance*Clean and open restrooms*Prune bushes and trees*Re-seed lawn where needed

*Clean up trash as necessary*Prepare flowerbeds*Trim brush near lake and railroad tracks*Perform normal maintenance to 
grounds and equipment.

*Build and repair picnic tables*Clean and install playground equipment*General cleaning, painting, and 
maintenance

*Begin shut-down of park facilities

*Clean and open tennis courts*Water trees, shrubs, flowers as needed*Winterize park maintenance 
equipment and facilities

*Clean creek and canals*Remove weeds*Prepare warming house

*Clean and prepare maintenance 
equipment

*Place mulch around trees and shrubs*Shut off water and clean lines

*Clean and place picnic tables*Replace and repair playground 
equipment

*Clean and store grills, picnic tables, 
and trash containers

*Clean and repair shelters*Clean shelters and picnic tables*Rake leaves

*Turn on water by 4/15*Remove trash daily*Winterize park store and board up 
windows

*Clean and repair water fountains*Clean and repair maintenance area*Store maintenance equipment

*Patch and repair roads*Re-gravel shoulders of park roads and 
parking areas

*Secure maintenance shop area

*Clean and open maintenance area*Clean and repair ball diamonds, tennis 
courts, and basketball court

*Complete capital improvement 
projects

*Clean and set up grills*Supervise small capital improvement 
projects

*Assist Pool Director as necessary

*Clean and repair baseball/softball fields*Assist Pool Director with general 
maintenance and repairs

*Re-seed grass and plant new trees

*Assist Pool Director with pool 
maintenance

Park Operation and Maintenance

Park Supervisor and one Public Works 
employee as needed

Park Supervisor and two or three 
seasonal employees

Park Supervisor and one Public Works 
employee as needed

*General maintenance, repair, and 
painting

*Patch creek retaining walls*Perform patch work on creek retaining 
walls

Park Maintenance Supervisor Staffing Levels



Late February - MarchApril - MayJune - AugustSeptember
Staffing LevelsPool DirectorPool Director and two seasonal 

employees
Pool Director and sixteen seasonal 
employees

Pool Director

Tasks*Revise pool operations 
manuals/forms

*Drain and clean pool*Open pool second weekend of June*Perform final repairs, maintenance 
and winterizing

*Revise park store operations 
manual/forms

*Touch up painting of buildings/decks 
etc.

*Supervise pool and park store 
operations according to operations 
manuals

*Prepare income/expenses report on 
pool and park store operation

*Begin to advertise for staff*Repair pool surface and filtration 
system

*Shut down pool during last week of 
August

*Repairs/painting in park store

*Fill pool, check system and heating 
unit

*Prepare budget for following year

*Install ladders, boards, guard chairs 
and slide

*Winterize and store equipment

*Hire and train lifeguards and other 
seasonal employees

*Paint and clean as necessary

*Send out notices to residents in 
Water and Light Bill

*Storage of equipment

*Pre-season registrations for passes 
and swimming lessons

Pool and Park Store Operation and Maintenance
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Appendix F: Carbon Neutrality Resolution 2021-21 
 

  



  







Appendix G: 2023 North Rock County Energy Plan (reserved) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Plan will be incorporated into Appendix pending adoption in 2023) 

 
  



 
  



Appendix H: Ordinance 2022-12 

 
  



 



 

 

SECOND READING 
CITY OF EVANSVILLE 
ORDINANCE #2022-12 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT A TEN-YEAR UPDATE TO THE SMART GROWTH 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, WISCONSIN.  
 
 The Common Council of the City of Evansville, Rock County, Wisconsin, do ordain as 
follows: 
  

WHEREAS, Pursuant to §62.23(2) and (3) of Wisconsin Statutes, the City of Evansville is 
authorized to prepare and adopt a comprehensive plan as in Sections 66.1001(1)(a) and 66.1001(2) of 
the Wisconsin Statutes: and 
 
 WHEREAS, The City of Evansville, Wisconsin, adopted the City of Evansville, WI Smart 

Growth Comprehensive Plan in June, 2005 and plan amendments in May, 2011 and November 2015; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, City of Evansville staff, working under the direction of the Plan Commission and 
Common Council, have prepared a comprehensive plan amendment entitled City of Evansville, WI 

Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan, updated September 2022. 
 
WHEREAS, The document entitled City of Evansville, WI Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan, 

updated September 2022 supersedes all previous comprehensive plans and amendments. 
 
WHEREAS, As part of the City’s original adoption of the smart growth comprehensive plan, 

The Common Council of the City of Evansville, Wisconsin, adopted and has since followed written 
procedures designed to foster public participation in every stage of the preparation of a comprehensive 
plan as required under §66.1001(4)(a); and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Plan Commission of the City of Evansville, Wisconsin by a majority vote on 
October 5th, 2015 of the entire Plan Commission has recommended to the Common Council the 
adoption of the document entitled, City of Evansville, WI Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan, updated 

September 2022: which contains all of the elements specified in §66.1001(2); and 
 
 WHEREAS, The City of Evansville, Wisconsin, has held a public hearing September 13, 2022 
on this ordinance, in compliance with the requirements of §66.1001(d)(4); and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Common Council of the City of Evansville, Wisconsin, does, by enacting this 
ordinance formally adopt the document entitled, City of Evansville, WI Smart Growth Comprehensive 

Plan, updated September 2022, together with any modifications noted in the minutes of the meeting of 
the Common Council on September 13, 2022, pursuant to §66.1001(4)(c); and 
 
 WHEREAS, This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage by a majority of the members 
elect of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Wisconsin, and publication as provided by 
law; 
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 NOW THEREFORE,  The Common Council for the City of Evansville, Rock County, 
Wisconsin, ordain that the document entitled City of Evansville, WI Smart Growth Comprehensive 

Plan, updated September 2022 is hereby adopted.  
 
 

Passed and adopted this 13th day of September, 2022 
 
 

     (SEAL) 
Dianne C. Duggan, Mayor 

 
 

ATTEST:         (SEAL) 
     Leah Hurtley, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
Introduced:  August 9, 2022 
Notices published: 08/10/2022 & 08/17/2022 
Public hearing held: 09/13/2022 
Adopted:  09/13/2022 
Published:  09/---/2022 (within 10 days of adoption) 
 
Sponsored by Alderperson ---------- and ------- Cole 

 
First reading draft prepared on 08/05/22 by Jason Sergeant, City Administrator 
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